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ABSTRACT 

There are seven presidential libraries in various 
states of existence, from quite active to proposed: (1) Fran)tlin D. 
Roosevelt Library, (2) Harry S. Truman Library, (3) Herbert Hoover 
Library, (4) Dwight D. Eisenhower Library, (5) John F. Kennedy 
Memorial Library (6) Lyndon B. Johnson Library and (7) Rutherford B. 
Hayes Memorial Library, Each presidential library has as its heart 
"the Presidential records and papers donated or deposited by the 
President and by officials and friends associated with the President 
whose name the institution bears." The Franklin D. Roosevelt. Library 
is the oldest, largest, most used, and seemingly best administered 
and most successful of the Presidential libraries. It is the model 
upon which the others have been based. An account of the development 
of the Franklin D. Roosevelt Library is given. In the few short years 
of their existence the Presidential libraries have become among the 
most important depositories of private papers in the country. This is 
( discussed in the second paper presented here. The final paper is 
? concerned with the specific application of administrative matters — 
budget, staff, building and equipment — to the Presidential 
I libraries (Other papers from this Institute are available as LI 
002962 - LI 002969 and LI 002971 through LI 002976). (NH) 
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The Presidential Libraries 



Until well Into the twentieth century, most ex-Presldents 

and their families did not take a very positive view of the 

papers accumulated during their years In office, and not much 

care was excerclsed In their storage or retention. Typically, they 

became lost or dispersed.^ The Congress, however, had begun 

to recognize the Importance of these records, and It had begun 

to appropriate funds to purchase portions of the papers of 

past Presidents as they became available. This, of course, 

was not very sy stema.tlC| and quite costly. Furthermore, even 

for those papers that were saved, a long period of time elapsed 

2 

before they became open for research purposes. The delay 
became a roadblock to much historical scholarship. The twentieth- 
century solution to this problem of retention of and access 

to the Presidential papers - a problem as old as the nation 

\ 

Itself - Is the Presidential library i 

I ■ 

There are at present seven Presidential libraries In 

various states of existence, from quite active to proposed: 

The Franklin D, Roosevelt Library * 

Hyde Park, New York 

1 ' ' ' . * 

The Harry S. Truman Library 
Independence, Missouri 

The Herbert Hoover Library j 

West Branch, Iowa , 

The Dwight D, Elsenhower Library ’ 

Abilene, Kansas 



The John F. Kennedy. Memorial Library (proposed) 

Cambridge, Massachusetts 

The Lyndon B. Johnson Library (proposed) 

Austin, Texas 

The Rutherford B, Hayes Memorial Library 
Fremont, Ohio 

What Is a Presidential library? One scholar has written 
that If one were to be restricted to just one source In the 
study of the history of this nation during the modern era, the 
Presidential papers would be the soirrce to choose. The Presidential 
libraries, then, are among other things research and educational 
Institutions# In one sense, their ultlmute purpose Is to 
serve the research student. Thus, for Instance, during the 
period 1961-1965* over 100 theses were written using the material 
of the Roosevelt library,^ 

The aim of the Presidential libraries has been to retain 
”the record In all Its detail for later Interpretation by the 
user,” H, G, Jones quotes President Franklin D, Roosevelt 
as saying that his library was-to be ”'a source material col- 
lection relating to a specific period of our history, (to be 
housed In) a separate, modern, fireproof building,,, so 

.f i' 

designed that It would hold all of my collections and also 

much other material relating to this period In ouir history as 

( 

might be donated to the collection In future by other members 
of the present Administration,'" Dr, Drewry, In her role as 
director of the Roosevelt Library, states that, the Presidential 

libraries are more than Just collector^, that they are active 

« 

rather than passive organizations. They have their own pub- 
lications programs, they hold lectures and seminars, and they 
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encourage research by providing grants for study at their 

institutions, especially to young and promising students and 

4 

scholars. 

Each Presidential library has as its heart "the Presidential 
records and papers donated or deposited by the President and 
by officials and friends associated with the President whose 
name the institution bears." Thus, the Presidential libraries 
ore actually misnamed. They are really Presidential archives, 
and shoiild be designated as STich, Jones feels.. Each also serves 
as a library and museum. The combined holdings of the Presidential 
libraries in 196 ? lncl\;!ded; 72 , 000,000 manuscript pages; 229,000 
photographs; 5 fl 00 sound recordings; 1 , 300,000 feet of motion 
plctiire film; 9 ^f 000 books; 112,000 other printed materials; 
and 52,000 m\;se-um objects.-^ 

But the Presidential libraries are more then just research 
centers. In one sense, their main purpose is to preserve the 
memory of the President, and they are, therefore, Important 
historical sites. In this sense, they are as much museums as 
libraries, and. Indeed, to the average American, the museum 
is the Presidential library. The museums and exhibits areas 
of the Libraries are open to the public nearly every day of the 
year, and a small admissions fee is charged (fifty cents, 
children under twelve, free). The Roosevelt and Truman Libraries 
each have been drawing 200 , 000 - 250,000 visitors per year.^ 

The Presidential library is a "Vei/y specialized institution 

V 

built particularly for the material it hblds and the study 
of the period it represents." The surroundings represent the 
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.•on and the period during which he was a public figure. They 
;; !d flavor to the research materials.'^ 

/i H o c*. p U L* h 1 i c4 ^ ^ I'lt- lii . ‘ j. .L i f j .L D X .i, y .4 r- ■ w — 1 1 f . i ..j i~. • 0 ^ 

the National Archives and Records Service of the General 
Services Administration. Each of these federally-run libraries 
Is directed by an archivist. Most of the rest of the professional 
staff are archivists also* This staff Is especially Important. 

They ai'O all specialists in tl\oir pei'lod and in the holdings 
of Uvoil' oj.\\nui Without thuMO dodioalnd, 
staffs, the holdings of the libraries would be absolutely 
useless.^ 

Each of the Presidential libraries is Involved in what 
might be called special programs. They solicit and accept the 
papers of private persons whose lives or careers were somehow 
connected with that of the President. These private papers 
"are deposited under legal agreements on access similar to those 
for the Presidential papers.” They are handled with the same 
care as the Presidential papers. This has Induced some donors 
to depoadt their papers there so that they would get the Presidential 
treatment. Furthermore, each of the Presidential libraries Is 
developing at least one area for specialty (and these will be 
discussed throughout the paper). All are also actlvlly Involved 

Q 

in oral history programs.'^ 

The Presidential library Is a new institution, which attempts 
to solve an old problem-the dlsposltlc^n of the papers of the 
presidency. These papers have always been considered to be the 
personal property of the President, and this has been upheld 
by the courts. The Presldents-f rom Washington on- have all 
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taken their papers with them when they left office, and the 

results have not always been the best. The papers of some of 

the Presidents have been lost or destroyed completely. Only 

fragments of others remain. Of all the Presidents before 

Franklin D, Roosevelt, only Rutherford B, Hayes made formal 

provision for his x^apers. Through negligence or malice, many 

valuable historical records - in many cases the only records of 

10 

Presidential actions - have been lost forever. 

As In so many other areas, a whole new concept In the 

care and preservation of Presidential papers evolved during 

the presidency of Franklin D, Roosevelt, It was he who developed 

the Idea of a Presidential archives In public custody with 

public support and public management. And it was this Idea ’ 

carried to fruition In the Franklin D, Roosevelt Library which 

11 

set the pattern for the modern Presidential library, 

Roosevelt was a saver. From age twenty on, he destroyed 
tver^! T^W pieces of correspondence or public, family, business, 
or financial papers. His mother saved every letter he had 
written to her, every school excercise, every report card, 
every notebook, every essay and paper. By the time he entered 
the White House, he had already acquired such a volume of papers 
that he had begun to consider what would become of them after 
his tenure In office. There already seemed to be too much to 
take with him and organize In his retirement. Furthermore,. ' 
the office of the Presidency - and cor^sequently the amount of 
paperwork - was growing considerably under Roosevelt, On top 
of this Roosevelt’s rapport with the people had the effect 
that the common man was now writing letters to his President, 
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And finally, the Roosevelts were being almost showered with 
gifts, many of which were of great value. The Roosevelt papers 
were to become Immense t 4000 cubic feet — 5 » 000*000 sheets of 
paper stored In 500 five-drawer file coblnets. Or stated another 
way, before the end of his Presidency, the volume of Roosevelt's 

Presidential papers was to exceed that of all the Presidents 

' 12 

ffom Washington to Coolldge, 

Roosevelt thus came to see that a new kind of • Institution - 
a combination library, archives, and museum - was needed to 
handle his papers after his retirement. The National Archives 
had been created early In Roosevelt's term, and Roosevelt's 
esteem for and trust In Ri, D. W. Connor, the first Archivist of 
the United States - whom he had appointed - plus his own sense 
of the value of the Presidential papers led him to consider 
that the National Archives should be responsible for this new 
kind of library. In 1930, he Invited a non-partisan committee 
of distinguished scholars to study the problem of what to do with 
his papers and to make recommendations. The committee decided 
that "the president's collections are too voluminous to be 
adquately preserved and administered as a private library 
and too Important as source materials for the study of recent 
American history to justify their being held permanently In 
private custody," The recommendation followed Roosevelt's 
belief that the answer was a federally funded and administered 
Presidential library, publlcally owned| but with ownership and 
control of the papers to be retained by ^ the President or his 
estate. Other who wished to deposit their papers would also 
retain sole control over them,^^ 
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A private corporation was formed to raise the funds for 

construction and equipment of the library wherever it chose. 

(It chose the Roosevelt estate at Hyde Park). The corporation 

was empowered to transfer control of the library to the United 

States if Congress passed legislation enabling the government 

to take-over and administer the library. The funds for the 

construction and outfitting of the building were raised entirely 

1 4 

from private contributions. 

In mid-1939f Congress adopted a joint resolution authorizing 
the United States to accept title to the land and building when 
it was completed and to accept custody of the collection. The 
resolution ’'contained the pledged faith, of the United States 
to provide such funds as might be necessary for the maintenance, 
operation, and administration of the library and for the care 
and preservation of its historical resources ’so that the... . 
Library shall be at all times properly maintained.”’ In its 
essentials thl«^, was to be the pattern followed in the establishment 
of the Truman, Eisenhower, Hoover, Kennedy, and Johnson libraries. 

On July 24, 1939. title to the Roosevelt library site was 

\ ' 

transferred to the United States; on Axigust 11, the corporation 
was authorized to proceed with the construction; groundbreaking 
took place on September l4; and the cornerstone was laid on 
November 20. The dedication took place on June 30. 19^1. ond 
Fred W. Shipman, a career archivist, was appointed as the first 
director. In 19^3. Harry Hopkins, Grape Tully, and Samuel I, 
RosenjJ]l^vn were appointed as a committee to screen the White 
House papers to determine which could be opened for research 
as soon as they were transferred to the Library and which 
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would have to remain closed f or a while clue to personal or 

security reasons. Hopkins died In 19^6. Tully and Rosenman 

established criteria for the use of the papers, but the actual 

screening was done by the library staff, 

As one might expect, the aim of the Roosevelt Library Is 

to be a leading research center In the country for the study 

of F. D. R. himself, the Roosevelt administration, and the 

New Deal, Special Interests of Franklin D. Roosevelt himself 

are also "specialities of the house"* the history of the 

United States Navy and the history of Dutchess County and the 

Hudson River Valley, The museum rooms were opened to the 

public when the Library whs dedicated, and are drawing about 

a quarter of a million people every year (page 3 above). 

The research room was formally opened May 1, 19^6, but access 

1 

to the papers was severely limited. 

The Roosevelt Library has established a record for acces- 
sibility that the other Presidential libraries find hard to 
match. By the time Roosevelt's Presidential papers were opened 
to research on March 1?, 1950# eighty -five percent were open 
for research. This was within five years of the President's 
death and is spectacular when one considers that It was only 
a few months after the remnant of the Lincoln papers was opened 
and was several years before the papers of the two Adams were 

IQ 

made available. ^ 

Scholars have been quick to take ^dvantage of this good 
fortune. Any qualified researcher who Ijas a specific subject 
to Investigate and who Is serious about doing It may receive 
permission to use the Roosevelt papers. Between 1950 and 19 ^ 5 » 
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over 500 publications were issued which used the Roosevelt 
Library as q major source. Scholars pay about 5OO visits per 
year to the Library, and the Library makes and sells ten to 
fifteen thousand microfilm and photostatic copies of documents 
per year. The Library staff is also involved in the publication 
of lists of selected documents and bibliographies. Two volumes 
of selected documents on Roosevelt and Conservation have been 

o r\ 

issued, and ones on foreign relations and agriculture planned, 

An idea of the magnitude and the scope of the holdings of 
the Roosevelt Library is manifest in the fact that the 
Roosevelt papers make up only about fifty per cent of the total 
manuscript holdings. The 'three most important other groups are 
the papers of Harry Hopkins, Henry Morgenthgu, Jr., and John 
G, Winant, Mrs. Roosevelt's papers are also an Important 
group. 

■•N 

The Franklin D.^ Roosevelt Library is the oldest, the 
largest, the most used, and seemingly the best administered 

and most successful of all the Presidential libraries 

] 

administered by the National Archives and Records Service, 
Certainly, it has been the model upon which the otheis have 
been based, and it seems to set the standard of excellence to 
which the others aspire. 

The Harry S. Truman Library drew heavily upon the experience 
of the Roosevelt Library, and its development proceeded much 
in the same manner as the Roosevelt Lil^rary, Thereford, no 
account of that development will be Inclpded. One of the 
biggest differences between the two is undoubtedly the fact 
that President Truman survived his presidency, and became quite 
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active In the affairs of the library. Consequently, Mr. Truman's 

22 

vivid personality has pervaded at the Truman Library, 

The holdings of the Truman Library are also quite extensive. 

Included are the President's White House papers, records of 
Assistants, Aides, and Counsels to the President, the records 

of the White House Social Office, Mr, Truman's senatorial 

and Vice-Presidential papers, and his post-Presldentlal papers, 

the records of many Presidential commissions, and the papers 

of over eighty personal and political associates. Microfilms 

of forty other collections of papers are on file as ore the tapes 

of the interviews with forty-six volunteers In the Oral History 

program. The papers themselves occupy over 3^00 cubic feet. 

Other holdings IncludeT 27,000 books; 20,000 photographs; 

1300 sound recordings; 22,500 feet of motion picture film; 

29,000 pamphletj^nd other printed items; and 800 political 

cartoons. The library was greatly strengthened by the 

purchase of the personal library of Samuel Plagg Bemls, 

The Truman Library also specializes In a subject which is. of 

) 

special Interest to Mr, Truman: the development of the office 
of theT^realdenoy i "Effort is being made to acquire for the 

. f IT ' 

library as fuill a collection of books as will exist anywhere on 

the development of the President office and how its encumbents 

24 

have administered it," 

As with all the Presidential libraries, the museum Is an 
important part of thejlruman Library, l^t adds color aiid tone to 

the papers the researcher Is studying, apd , of course, it is the 
major attraction for the public. The entire building Is air- 

conditioned, and the stack areas have special temperature and 
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humidity controls for the protection of the papers, GSA's 

Public Building Service provides custodial and maintenance 

service. The library staff of about fifteen Includes six 

2 

professional archivists, 

f trvr Harry S, Truman Library Institute, a non-profit organ- 
ization, supports a grant-ln-ald program. Grants of up to 
flOOO may be aviarded except for one award of |7500 per year. 

The grants ore allotted to scholars to use the Library, especially 
to those just beginning their careers. So far more than 70 
books, articles, and dissertations have resulted from work 
supported by these grants. 

The Truman Library Is In full operation, now, but the 
results do not seem to match those of the Roosevelt Library, 

For one thing, the Truman Library Is, according to one scholar, 
weak In pre-19^0 material. Furthermore, research Is being 
hampered by restrictions much tighter than those of Its older 
brother, A lesser proportion of the documents Is open to 
research, and that portion which Is still restricted Includes 
the most important sources of the Truman administration - the 
foreign affairs papers. Thus, the Truman Library Is not yet 
fulfilling Its self -assigned role as the source for the history 
of the Truman administration,^"^ 

With the relative success of the Roosevelt and Truman 
libraries, the advent of more Presidential libraries seemed , 
certain. The need for a more comprehensive plan for authorization 
and administration of present and futu(*e Presidential libraries 

A 

became obvious. The Presidential Library Act of 1955 was the 
action chosen to meet this need. The aa't authorized the General 
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Services Administration 

"to accept for deposit... the papers and other historical 

materials of any President of former President of the 

United States, or of any other official or former official 

of the Government, and other papers relating to and contemporary 

vflbh any President or former President of the United 

States, subject to restrictions agreeable to the Administration 

as to their use; and ... to accept for... the United 

States, any land, buildings, and equipment offered as a 

gift to the United States for the piurposes of creating 

a Presidential archival depository, and to take title to 

such land, build IngB^ ;‘3.nd equipment on behalf of the 

United States, and to maintain, operate, and protect 

them a^ Presidential archival property." 

The GSA was also permitted to "enter Into agreements vilth any 

state, political subdivision, foundation, or Institution '•to 

utilize as a Presidential archival depository land, buildings, 

and equipment... to be made available... without transfer 

of title to the United States, and to maintain, operate, and 

protect such depository as a part of the national archives 

system,'" This act of 1955 provides a very liberal basis 

for the develppment of Presidential libraries (Jones criticizes 

It as too liberal), and under this law all three presidents 

since Truman, plus President Hoover, have established or had i- 

establlshed for them Presidential libraries, either actual or 

proposed • 

Two of these new Presidential libraries aro open, but not 

yet In full operation.. The Dwight D. Elsenhovier Library Is 

part of Elsenhower Center, which Includes the Elsenhower Museum 

and the family home. It has a small exhibit area complementing 

the Museum. Its research facilities w^re opened In 1966,' but 

they were still fragmentary. Like all new libraries the 

29 

Elsenhower Library Is having growing pains. 
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The Herbert Hoover Library Is located In Hoover Park, 
which includes within its twenty-eight acres the birthplace 
cottage. The exhibit areas are open, but the papers are not yet 
available. When the Hoover papers are made available for 
research, they will not be complete. His collection of war 
and peace dociJiments was given to Stanford University years ago. 
Even though built, the Hoover Library is still in the formative 
stages,^® 

Th< two newest Presidential libraries have not yet been 
built, but after they are finally In operation, both have the 
potential to reach new heights among Presidential libraries. 

Both will be connected with major universities. 

The John F, Kennedy Memorial Library will be connected with 
tlTArKe?7ffiedy Institute for Advanced Political Studies at Harvard 
University, Both are'' to be built on a site on the Charles 
River in Cambridge, The plans have been developed, but construtlon 
has been delayed" because the site Is still In use as a subway 
train yard 

The Lyndon B,. Johnson Library will be built at Austin, It 
will be adjacent to and intimately connected with the Lyndon 
B, Johnson School of Public Service which will be built at the 
same time. The Johnson Library could well be the biggest and 
best so far,^^ 

The Rutherford B, Hayes Memorial Library is the maverick. 

It was the first Presidential library, pnd in many respects is 
the archetype of the Presidential libraries described above, 
with one Important difference. It was erected by the state of 
Ohio in fulfillment of the conditions under which the Hayes 
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estate, nplegel Grove, was deeded to the state of Ohio. It Is 

^ operated under the Joint auspices of the Ohlfl) Archaeological 

i 

and Historical Society and the Rutherford B. Hayes - Lucy Webb 
Hayes Foundation and was opened on May 30 . 1916. It Is not 

I 

j associated with the National Archives and Records Service, and 
' Is thus a private, not a public. Institution.^^ 

I However, there are many similarities between the policies 

I 

i and organization of the Hayes Library and those of the other 

i 

Presidential libraries. It' alms to become a major resource 

I 

*• 

^ center In American history for the period 1865-1898. Furthermore, 

• ) 

i j It too has a special Interest: to preserve the records and history 

I of the Sandusky Valley and northwestern Ohio. The Hayes Library 

% 

• 1 . 

! Is compiling a union catalog of every Imprint dated within Its 

i i period, and It piirchases microfilm copies of other pertln^.nt 

; ('■] ■ 

I collections'. Over 400,000 manuscript pieces are contained In 

I ' 

! the Hayes Library, The Hayes collection has been microfilmed, 

I 34 

: and copies of the films may be purchased.^ Thus the Hayes 

I Memorial Library Is an active and successful Presidential library, 
I It stands as not only the prototype of the modern Presidential 

'! library but also as an example of what might have been had other 

i . ■ 

■ I Presidents and their Ihmllies had more foresight, 

I The Presidential library Is a small, highly specialized 

I Institution created to fulfill a specific need -- the care and 

i ■ '■ ■ ■' 

j preservation of the vital records of the Presidency, Furthermore, 

I they are and are Intended to be primary /resource centers for 

; 1 • J 

j i the study of the whole period which they pover. And they will 

I I . , . ■ 

’j become Increasingly Important as they gain experience and as 
I more of them reach fiJ.1 operation. Their vigorous acquisitions 

o' 
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programs and the removal of restrictions on access to material 
will make them even more valuable. As small, specialized 
Institutions they are better able to provide competent, professional 
personal service to the scholars who use them. However, they 

( «r 1 

have experienced, are experiencing, and will continue to experience 
growing pains. The restrictions placed on materials are perhaps 
necessary, but very annoying, and definitely limit the effectiveness 
of the collectlon,^"^ The rapidly growing cost of establishing new 
centers may also hamper development. 

The Presidential libraries are new and vigorous Institutions, 
and so far they hove been quite successful. It seems certain that 
future Presidents will continue to take advantage of this method 
of preserving the records of their administration. 
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Tki 9 Presidential Librariea 
Private Papers 
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The Presidential Libraries 
Private Papers 

The Presidential libraries present an interesting ease 
study in the problem of private papers. These form a very 
isportant part of their holdings, and as me shall see. in 
one sense they are idfiat the Presidential library is all about. 

In the first pi aoe. beginning with George Washington. 

"the papers of our Presidents have been oonsidered their 
persocMl property, a oonoept whioh has been upheld in the 
oourts of law." The President may "give" his papnrs to the 
notion by depositing them in a Presidential library espeoially 
established for that purpose, but they still remain his 
(or his heirs) personal property. They are his private property 
in the White House and afterwards, and he any do with them 
as he wishes.^ Thus, the Presidential papers are not arohives 
(although they any be very arohival*like . as will be noted 
below), but private papersi and if the Presidential libraries 
held only the Presidential papers, they would be important 
aanusoript oenters. 

Silt, the Presidential libraries have other important 
papers. For instanoe. the Franklin 0. Boosevelt Presidential 
papers aaJce iip only about fifty percent of the total aanusoript 
holdings of the Franklin D. Boosevelt Library. The papers of 
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Harry Hopkina and Henry Norgenthau» Jr«» are ezaiqplea of other 
important papers held by this library*^ Aa of September, 1958 
(mhieh, unfortunately, la the date of the latest arallable 
detailed figures) papers in the Booserelt Library were arranged 
in forty*eight groups. Sixteen of these groups were the 
private papers of sixteen aides and aasooiates of the President, 
and ten groups oontained the non*Presidential Boosevelt papers, 

Hhe January, 19^9, figures of the Truman Library show that of 
136 total groups, eighty**six oontain private papers and two are 
non-Paresidential Truman papers. Oh the same date, the Eisenhower 
Library oontained 141 groups of papers. Fifty of these were 
thb paj^ers private individuals, and eight groups were the 
nohtFresidential papers and aenuaoripts of Dwight Eisenhower, 

( Ah of Nereh, 1969, there were forty*aix groups of materials in 

the Hoover Library, Twanty^seven groups were of private papers, 
and five wero the non^presidentiai Hoover papers,^ Appendix A 
shows a typioal pag#froa the list of historieal materials in 
the Truman Library, 

The papers of private Individuals, then, are obviously 
important resoureas of the Presidential libraries. These papers 
"are deposited under legal agreements on aeoess similar to 
those far the Presidential papers. The ooUeotions are handled 
^ith the same oare for their integrity as for that of arohives," 

The papers deposited by private individuals are given the 
Presidential treatment, and this has induoed some donors to 
deposit their papers there rather than elsewhere,^ The Presidential 
papers, whieh, aa we have > seen, are really private papers, and 
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their entourage of other importent hietorioel neterielst give 

to the Preoidentiel librerieo their Icey ohereoteristio • thet 

of being vital oanueoript reaearoh oentere* 

Their eoquisitiona help keep them vital* For our purpoaea 

the intereating thing about theae aoquiaitiona ia that what 

they are trying to aoquire - beaidea referenoe toola • are 

more private papera* The 1955 Preaidential Librariea Aot 

providea a kind cf broad oharter whioh authoriaea and guidea 

Preaidential library aoquiaitiona* It empoaera the Adminiatrator 

of aeneral Sei^ieea "* to aooept for depoait*** the papera 

other hiatorioal nateriala of any Preaident or former Preaident*** 

or of apy other official or foromr offieial of the Government* 

and other papera relating to and oontei^porary with any Preaident 

or former Preaident*** aubjeet to reatriotiona agreeable to 

the Adninlatntor aa to their uae*******^ 

The papera of the Preaident* of oourae* eoae automatieally 

to the Preaideptial library • that being the reaaon for ita 

eatablishment* To aoquire the other papera requirea an ao* 

quiaitiona policy* Thia policy ia predioa ted on the general 

aim of all the Preaidential librariea i to retain "the record 

in all ita detail for later interpretation by the uaer*"^ 

In general* the Preaidential librariea "are intereated in 

acquiring the l^P*ra of thoae peraona and organiaationa that 

played a nationally aigni^ieant role in the period of the 

public life" of the Preaident*^ More apecif ioally* the Booaevelt 

Library olaiaa that ita acquiaition policy 

ia largely confined to hiatorioal material relating 
to national and international aapecta of American 
hiatory from 1933 to the end of Merit War II* and 
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signif loant baoicgrouiidl naterlal of earlior 4«to (beginning 
•bout 1910} that throwa light on the politionl, eoeialf 
eoononiov and other ohangea ooourring in the United 
Statea during the later period 1 the publio life and 
inteiresta of Franklin D« Rooaevelt, iholuding hia 
philanthropio. aoientitio, and oulttoml aotivitiea» 
politioal eaapaigna in whioh he took part, and hia service 
in publio office, with special eaphasis on his adadn* 
istration as President of the United States 1 the private 
life and interests of Franklin D« Roosevelt end of 
neabers of his family and his progenitors*^ 

The TruMin Library says, simply t *'tfe are seeking to acquire 

as many personal papers as possible of men and women associated 

with Mr* Truman at one time or another - before, during, or 

after his presidency*"^ 

These broad, ambitions acquisition policies have led to 
aggrasaivo campaigns by the Presidential libraries to acquire 
relevant materials* They are aided by the fact that the 
Presidential papers axe such iop^'^rtant oolleotions that they 
tend to attract • by a sort of archival law of gravity • other 
closely related and complimentary oolleotions of papers* 

These two factors have led to fears on the part of other 
manuscript oolleotcura • especially state and local historical 
societies • that the Presidential libraries are threats to 
their very existence* They seem to fear thet there are not 
enough private papers to go around, and that the Presidential 
libraries ere unfair competitlin in the manuscript market* 

The effective rejoinder, both from scholars and from archivists 
connected with the Presidential libraries, has been that 
ooqiMitl^lbA manuscripts is a healthy situation so long 
as they an put where they can be eared for adequately 1 that 
partly because of the Increased intenst in manuscripts more 
money is flowing into scholarly rearohi and that there will 






always be oompatltlon. and that the deeialon about where to 
place hla papers must be left up to the donor* 

The Presidential libraries have several obvious strengths 
whioh favor the suooess of their adguisitlon programs* Slnoe 
they oonoentrate on a specif lo subject area within a limited 
period of tlms, they pre able to develop staffs who are 
speoialists in the history of that particular subjeot and period* 
Thus* on bhe manuseriplbs of that subjeot an^ period they can 
glde suoh papers immediate and effective oare • the Presidential 
treatment* as we steted above* Furthermore* these papers - that 
is^ the papers of aides* associates* advisors* and close friends 
seem to be the moat useful when placed near the Presidential 
pcpers* Finally* the Presidential libraries give immediate 
se^ice to inqtdrdes* giving direct* personalised service to 
those scho^rs who visit the libraries* and funishii^ mierofila 
to those who. request Itf^ 

this last point probably lies the answer to one of the 
real vexing, prob^ms in the acquisition of manuscripts i where 
should the papers go? In which institution do they telong? 
Vndqubtedly in eases « perhaps in most there is nq^ 

single "right place" for a oolleetion of papers^ They might 
logically belong in several institutions* The use of mierofila 
allows copies of the papers to be made available cheaply and 
efficiently* If a eolleotion of papers is useful in more than 

■f; 

one place* aisrofilm allows its dissad^|aatlon to those places 
where it will be used* For example* as of January* I969* the 
Truman Library hal'^ acquired forty groups of papers on mierotilm* 
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These inolxided Installioents of Presldentiel papers from the 
^ Library of Congress and many other groups of private papers* 

Some of the latter were groups of papers from the Roosevelt 

f |l 

Library relating to President Truman* Using microfilm* 

libraries and historial societies may acquire relevant papers 

which are held in other institutions for their oolleotions* 

Some authors emphasize the legal and teohnioal differences 

between archives and private papers *^^ However* the prevalent 

opinion • and the one held in the Presidential llbraries^seems 

to be that "The differences between manuscript oolleotions and 

arohivea are not nearly so important as the elements that 

l6 

oanusoripts and arohivaX materials have in common *" For 
instance* the Presidential papers are often the only records 
of Presidential actions that exist* and* therefore* they ore 

( 

very archival - like in nature* The papers of Presidential 

sides* advisors* and assooiates are often likewise semi*off ioial 

in nature*'^ Consequently * arrangement and description of the 

Presidential and other private papers in the Presidential 

libraries elosely follow archival principles* 

Richard Berner holds that the bibliographic unit of 

both archives and maniusoripts is the grotip* and that groupa 

are made up of series* series of file units* and these latter* 

of items* A manuacript group ia the equivalent of an archival 

record group* and provenance should be respected* 1%e original 

order should be respected if possible* but if rearrangement 

is necessary* it should reflect the activity of the person* 

a ' 

T» R* Sohellenberg essentisily agrees* and he adds that* if 

/I . 
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serUs are not prasont, they shovald be established taking 
Into account the ‘'arrange Dae nu of records, J.l»« their record 
type, ••• and their origin In activity,,,, *’ Of ooixrse, these 
are good arohival principles, 

The arrangeoMint of papera in the Presidential libraries 
eaientlaXly folloas these principles. As can be seen In 
Appendix A, for example, the group Is the unit of blbliographio 
oontrol. In the Truman Library, each group consists ”cf the 
papers of one person or organization, or one manageable 
aagaant of the Trumsn papers. The numbering of the groups 
la not algnlfolant, being slowly an administrative convenience,**^^ 
Dwlgh^ Miller of the Hoover Library states that no 
two oenusoript oolleotlous are arranged exastly the same 
beoauae they are not all exactly alike. However, archival 
prineiples apply to all manuscript oolleotlona, and these 
prineiplea are based on gjismot jlfls _fj>Ms , Only whan oolleotiona 
are reoeivad by the Hoover Library In a state of complete 
dlaarrangement do the archivists there abandon the original 
order. In those eases "the most usual method of processing is 
placing them In alphabetical seciuenoe within a aeries 
arrangement," with vary lerge bodies of papers such as the 
former President's own papers several s^ovipa are formed based 
on ohronology, series are formed within the groups, and the 
materials arranged alphabetically within the series, 

Arrangaraant of private papers In the Presidential libraries, 
then. Is based on archival principles, and these papers are 
very similar to archives* 



Desorlption obvloiuily alio follows srohiwtil prsotiooo. 

Berner has stated that arohivlsts and roanuaarlpt librarians 
"really seek to reveal the same kind of data, but that the 
aanusoript librarian needs to reveal nore of some types -- 
partloularly aaaes and subjects •• than does the archivist* ” 

He further deolases that the chief finding aid for manuscript 
groups should be the preliminasTy Inventory •• as with arohives*^^ 
Although nothing in the Presidential library literature 
indicates that they give the ai^cial attention to names and 
subjects that Berner advocates (possibly beoause their private 
papers are in general so highly speoialisad and arohivol in 
nature), their practices generally parallel his giiidelines* 

The evolution of descriptive materials in a Presidential 
library may be studied by examinii^ the most advanced of these 
inatitutldns the Boosevelt Ifibrary* In 19^9* the Library 

V.' ’ ' ' ' ■ 

reported 'that descriptive guides to its oolleotions had been 
drafted •• a year before the Presidential papers were opened to 
'rvaeai^h* It reportid that inventories and calendars were 
al3c being prepared* The desoriptiiiii^ guides are probably the 
seas group deseriptiOM that Francis Bromiley included in her 
1959 thesis on the Boosevelt Library* iach description includes 
the^ following informationi title of the groupt a paragraph 
about the seope of the papers in the groupt and a general 
deaoription of the oontants. including the existence of series* 
She also reported that three*p«rt shelf lists ha<S been msde for 
the Presidential papers* The tk^e pe|ts wexe an alphabetical 
subjeot listing, a list of the correspondents ^^e humerioal 
list of eooession niuabers* Shelf lists were also made for 
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other large groups* In 1965* the Library laiMited Iti^ 

finding aids, present and future, included lists, inventories, 

22 

descriptive accounts, and indexes. 

The Hoover Library — the newest of the Presidential 
libraries in operation in its own building — provides an 
interesting exaaple of "first generation" finding aids. The 
first is a list of holdings ansoh like that in Appendix A, 

The second is a set of Begis^ration Stateaents, one for each 
archival group. Each Registration Stateaent contains the title 
of that particular groupi a fairly detailed description, including 
whether the group is divided into series, and the series 
description! inclusive dates 1 the sice of the group 1 the donor 1 
restrictions on uses and related records, if applicable. An 
exaaple of one of these Registration Stateaents is included 
in Appendix B, 

Future, acre sophisticated descriptiwe aatarials to be 
issued will be, first, "completed shelf or folder title lists 
for all collections open to research," and then a oeaprehenaive 
guide to the holdings of the Hoover Library, Bventually, they 
hope to publish a "detailed history" of the Hoover papers?^ 

The Presidential libraries contain extensive holdings 
of private papers — the papers of the Presidents included, 

-These papers are extreasly valiaibla as research resources, and 
they are lin iaportant partcf "thp records of a nation," 

They therefore deserve and are accorded the finest analytical 
treataent available. Their archival-like nature is recognised, 
and they are arranged and described using accepted archival 



prinolpl«« and toohniquts* The Freeldential libmrias pursue 
eggreealre yet seleotiret eoquieition poXioiee to add eolleotiona 
of pepera to their hoXdinss whioh mil enhanoe the overall 
reaearoh value of their institutions • Their ala in aoquirins 
these papers is to beooae researoh institution in their 
areas to nake their holdings as nearly aelf*sustaining as 
possible* In the feu short years of their ezistenee, the 
Presidential libraries have beooas aaong the most important 
depositories of private papers in the oountry* 
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Group 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 

41. 

42. 

43. 

44. 

45. 

46. 

47. 

48. 

49. 

50. 

51. 

52. 

53. 

54. 

55. 

56. 

57. 

58. 

59. 

60. 

61. 



Cubic Feet 



Records of the President's Coiranission on Migratory Labor, 
1950-51 

Records of the President's Committee on Religion and 
Welfare in the Armed Forces, 1948-51 
Records of the Missouri Basin Survey Conmiission, 

1952-53 

Records of the Harry S. Truman Library, Inc., 1950-63 
Papers of Jesse M. Donaldson, 1947-52 
Papers of John D. Clark, 1946-52 

Records of the President's Scientific Research Board, 

1946-47 

Records of the President's Water Resources Policy 
Commission, 1950-51 
Papers of Samuel I. Rosenman, 1944-49 

Records from the Democratic National Committee, 1943-52 

Papers of Frank McNaughton, 1938-52 

Papers of Charles G. Ross, 1945-50 

Papers of Stephen J. Spingarn, 1933-67 

Records of the Washington Office of the Cooperative 

League of the United States, 1936-49 (permission required) 
Papers of Wallace J. Campbell, 1939-64 (permission required) 
Papers of Oscar L. Chapman, 1931-53 (permission required) 
Papers of Myron G. Taylor, 1938-52 (closed) 

Papers of Charter Heslep, 1945-50 
Papers of Henry A. Bundschu, 1939-56 
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11 

24 

1 

1 



20 

2 

9 

8 

2 

23 



Papers of Lina D, Adams, 1940-62 

Papers of J. Howard McGrath, 1934-52 
Papers of Alfred Schindler, 1934-55 
Papers of Edwin A. Locke, Jr., 1941-53 
Papers of Nathaniel P. Davis, 1916-57 

Records of the Harry S. Truman Library Institute for 
National and International Affairs, 1955-67 
•Papers of Frieda Hennock, 1948-55 
Papers of John M. Redding, 1943-58 
Papers of Jamas E. Webb, 1928-63 
Papers of Stanley Andrews, 1950-64 
Papers of James Boyd, 1927-67 
Papers of Edward D. McKim, 1940-63 

Papers of Dillon S. Myer, 1943-53 

Papers of Joseph M. Jones, 1947-48 

File of ’t^hite House Press Releases, 1945-53 

Papers of N. T. Veatch, 1926-33 

Records of the National Aircraft War Production 
Council, 1942-45 
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The Herbert Hoover Presidential Library Registration of AG 4 



CAMPAIGN AND PRE-INAUGURAL PAPERS, 1928-1929 



Description : 

Correspondence, clippings, printed material, speeches, press releases 
relating to Herbert Hoover's activities during the 1928 campaign, the 
South American Goodwill Tour, cabinet appointments, and other pre- 
inauguration activities. 

Campaign files. Filed in six sei-ies: (1) congratulations on 

nomination; (2) subject files, Washington, D. C. , office, 
March-November 1928; (3) comments and suggestions, Stan- 
ford University office, July-August, 1,928; (4) comments and 
suggestions, Washington, D. C. office, August-November , 

1928; (5) congratulations on election, special California file; 

(6) letters of appreciation to State Republican organizations, 

1928. 

Pre -Inauguration correspondence . Filed in three series: 

(1) individual and subject file, January-Ma,rch, 1929; (2) 
cabinet appointments; and (3) South American Goodwill 
Tour, November -December, 1928. 

Inclusive dates: March, 1928- Quantity: 38 linear feet 

March 1929 Donor: Herbert Hoover 



Restrictions': 

5ee Restriction Statement, The Herbert Hoover Papers. 



NLH - March 1969 



Sourots Cited 



Book* 



Jones* B* G* The aeoorde of a Giatlon* Their Nanegenent* 
Preservation* and Use* New YorktAtheneum* 1969* 

Sohelleniberg* T* a* The Managenant of Arehlvee* New Yorki 
Coluiid>la University Press* 1965 • 

Artieles 



"Requisition Policies of Presidential Libraries*" In Hodabaugh 
Janas H** ed* The Present World of History* A oonferenoe 
on certain probleas in histerioal agency work in the 
United States* Nadison* Wibconsini The Rnwrioan Rasociation 
for State and Local History* 1959* 3^62* 

Berner* Richard C* "Rrohiviats* Librarians* and the National 
Union Catalog of Manuscript Collections*" Rnerloan 
Rrohivist* 27 (July* 1964)* 401«9* 

- . — -* "Manuscript Collections and Rrehives — R Unitary 
Rpproaoh*" Library Resources and Technical Services* 

9 (Spring* 1965)* 21>20* 

Brooks* Philip c* "The Barry 8* Trunan Library •• Plans and 
Reality*" Raerican Rrohivist* 25 (January* 1962)* 25*37* 

Drewry* Elisabeth B* "The Bole of Presidential Libraries*” 

The Midwest Quarterly* 7 (Ootober* 1965)* 53*65* 

Kahn* Heraan* "The Presidential Library ** R New Institution*" 
Speoial Libraries* 50 (March* 1959)* 106*13* 

"World War IX and Its Backgroiindi Research Materials 
at the PranklingD* Roosevelt Library and Policies Concerning 
their Use* " Raariean Rrohivist* 17 (Rpril* 1954)* 149*62* 

Kirkendall* Richard 8* "Presidential Libraries ** One Researcher's 
Point of View*" Raerioan Rrohivist* 25 (0etober*1962)* 441*8 

Lagerquist* Philip P* "The Harry s* Truaan Library*" Library 
Journal* 83 (January 15* 1958)* 144*7* 

Reports 

Berry S* Trunan Library Institute* Harry S* Truaan Library 
Research Newsletter* Independence* Missouri! Barry s* 

Trunan Library Institute* October* 1961* 
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« Hmrry S» Truoan Library Reaearoh Navslattar* No* 13* 
iBdapandanoa* Hia sour! i Harry S* Trunan Library Xnatitute* 
January* 1969* 

U« 3* Ganaral Sarvloaa Adainlatratlon* National Arohivea and 

Baoorda Sarvioa* Onigbt D* Biaanhouar Library* "Hiatorioal 
Matariald«" Abiiana* Kanaaa* Jaiinary 1* 1969* (Hinaographad* } 

U* s* Ganaral sarvloaa Adffilni8tration* iNational Arohivaa and 
Baoorda Sarvioa* Harbart Hoovar Jmaidantial Library* 

^liat of Holdinga and Bagiatration Stataaanta*** Naat 
Branoh* Iowa* Naroh 18* 1969* (Xar^ad* ) 

U* a* Ganaral 3arvioaa Adainiatration* National Arohivaa and 
Raborda .sarvioa* To nth Annual Raport of tha Archivist 
of tha baitad Stataa on tha Franklin 0* Rooaavalt Library, 
19^8*1949i Naahingtoni Obvarnaant Printing Qffioa^ 1950* 

U* S* National Arohivaa* Ninth Annual Raport of tha Arohiviat 
of tha Uni tad States on tha Franklin b* Rooaavalt Library * 
1947*19^8* Waahingtoni Govarnnant Printing Offioa* 19^9* 

Other 

Broailay* Franoia* "Tha Riatory and Organisation of tha Franklin 
D* Rooaavalt Library* Hy dp Park* Naa York*** Uhpliblished 
Nastar*a thaais* Waatarn RaSarva University* February* 1959* 

Latter f roil Bwight Nillar* Senior Arohiviat, Harbart Hoover 
Praaidantial Library* Daeakbar 1* 1969* 
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